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Baltic Security in the German Press

25 August 2026 — CIA Director Ratcliffe visits Moscow; US media report on 27 August a warning

against an attack on NATO states, with particular focus on the Baltic

NEWS HOTSPOT - 25-27 AUGUST 2026

Ratcliffe in Moscow — the Baltic named for the first time as the focus of a US
warning

25 August 2026: CIA Director John Ratcliffe meets SVR chief Naryshkin in Moscow. On 27 August
the Wall Street Journal and Politico report Ratcliffe warned Russia against an attack on NATO allies;

according to Politico, primarily over eastern NATO partners in the Baltic. The Kremlin calls the
reports "scare stories." Latvia's President Rinkévics considers a direct attack unlikely for now, but
warns hybrid threats remain possible.

WEEKLY SUMMARY

How the German press covered the Baltic this week

Extract — see the German briefing for the full analysis, quotes, and media-by-media breakdown.

Coverage — Most outlets ran the same wire copy, which names only "the Baltic" as a region; only Bild
and a separately-written SZ piece named Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania individually, both citing Politico
or the Wall Street Journal. t-online and the Frankfurter Rundschau stood out as the only outlets drawing
on Baltic primary sources: t-online evaluated Latvia's SAB intelligence-service annual report, while the
Frankfurter Rundschau cited Lithuania's defence minister on the new Rudninkai training camp. WELT
ran two conflicting pieces in the same week — one confirming Russian naval aggression, one
gquestioning the plausibility of a 2029 attack scenario.

Gaps — The Kremlin's claim that European states are the real aggressors went unremarked.

Strongest outlets: t-online and Frankfurter Rundschau, the only ones with independent Baltic
sourcing.
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- WELT: "Marineinspekteur: Russland ,aggressiv auf See' (27.8.2026) - https://www.welt.de/regionales/mecklenburg-
vorpommern/article6a905fde0c649aabd9716069/marineinspekteur-russland-aggressiv-auf-see.html
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